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The University Medicine Zurich (UMZH) constitutes a network of six partner institutions: the
University of Zurich (UZH), ETH Zurich (ETH), the University Hospital Zurich (USZ), the Balgrist
University Hospital (Balgrist), the University Children’s Hospital Zurich (KISPI), and the
University Hospital of Psychiatry Zurich (PUK). Together, these institutions are dedicated to
consolidating Zurich's expertise, aligning their strategies, and delving into innovative areas of
focus. Tuned to this overarching goal, UMZH launched its inaugural initiative in 2024, the
«Advanced Clinician Scientist Program». Recognizing the demanding nature of clinician
scientists' roles, the funding program aims to boost their research careers while supporting their
clinical work. The program operates on a three-year funding cycle, offering resources for
protected research time, personnel, and expenses, with an annual funding limit of CHF 200.000.

Applicants are advised that this call document provides only a synopsis of the regulations for
the funding program; the full regulations® must be consulted for complete and authoritative
information.

Eligibility Criteria
The main criteria are listed below. Please consult the program regulations to determine your

eligibility. To qualify for consideration under the Advanced Clinician Scientist Program,
applicants must meet the following criteria:

» Applicants must be employed in a clinical role at one of the four UMZH university
hospitals (USZ, Balgrist, Kispi or PUK), the Center for Dental Medicine (ZZM) at the
Medical Faculty or the University Animal Hospital at the Vetsuisse Faculty of UZH,
at the start and throughout the funding period. Applicants who will only be working
at one of the stated institutions once the funding starts must enclose a confirmation
letter from the future employer.

» The research project must generally be conducted at one of the above-mentioned
institutions.

» Completion of medical studies (doctoral degree and/or PhD) and clinical
specialization (FMH or FVH specialist titles) and/or equivalent international
qualifications for veterinary medicine (specialty college) or equivalent at the start of
the funding period.

» The application can be submitted up to 10 years after completing the first
specialization. This time frame may be extended in certain cases.’

» Applicants must provide evidence of relevant scientific work or other research
activities.

1 See Regulations Advanced Clinician Scientist Program 2026 (https://www.medicine.uzh.ch/de/Netzwerk
UMZH/Ausschreibungen.html)
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» They must dedicate 50% of the total workload to research and 50% to clinical work
over the entire funding period (confirmation letter from the institution(s) must be
enclosed).

Professors cannot apply.

Review Process

If the eligibility and formal requirements are met, applications are forwarded for assessment.
The review process follows a two-stage procedure.

» The applications are evaluated by the program coordination for meeting personal and
formal requirements and reviewed by independent external experts, and by the
evaluation committee.

» Selected applicants are subsequently invited for an interview, during which they present
their research project to members of the evaluation committee and answer their
questions. The evaluation committee decides whether to grant funding to the applicants
after the interviews have been conducted.

Evaluation Criteria

The following evaluation criteria apply:

» Quality of the research project: Significance and originality, suitability of the
methodological approach, feasibility, and consideration of gender-specific aspects in
the research strategy.

» Qualification of applicant and suitability for the Advanced Clinician Scientist Program:
CV and expertise, career development plan, integration into host institution,
leadership skills, collaborations and networks, and promotion of equal opportunities.

The assessment of scientific merit is carried out in line with the San Francisco Declaration on
Research Assessment?, which was signed by the UZH in 2014 as well as the Coalition of
Advancing Research Assessment (CoOARA), which was signed by the UZH in 2022.

Duration and Funding

» Financial support: grant recipients are awarded protected research time (50% of the
recipient’s workload throughout the funding period), a salary for scientific or technical
personnel (e.g. study nurse, laboratory technician, postdoctoral researcher) and
requested project funds up to a total of CHF 200.000 per year. The program also
includes funding to finance scientific publications that are preferentially made
available immediately, without restriction and free of charge (open access). Salary
for PhD candidates cannot be funded via the program.

» Grant recipients are employed as research associates by UZH. The individual
recipient’s salary is based on the UZH’s compensation classification guidelines and
usually differs from salaries for clinical positions.

» Funding limits: The maximum annual funding amount is CHF 200.000 for each year
of the grant period. For a three-year funding duration, the maximum total funding is

2 DORA Declaration, https://sfdora.org
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CHF 600.000, while for a two-year duration, it is CHF 400.000. An estimated budget
plan must be submitted with the application.

Further information can be found in the program regulations and below.

Important Dates for the 2026 Call:

Call Opening: 1 March 2026

Submission Deadline: 1 May 2026, 23:59 Swiss local time

Announcement of Stage 1 results: beginning of October 2026

Interviews: 11/12 November 2026

Announcement of Stage 2 results: mid-November 2026

Earliest possible project start - latest possible project start: 1 January 2027 — 1 July 2027
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Application (online submission):

Draw up your application in accordance with the program regulations and submit it using the
online platform. We recommend opening your application as early as possible to familiarize
yourself with the requirements. Please also consult the conditions in the regulations.

1. Instructions for Research Project Proposal:

I. Abstract (max. 4500 characters): Overview encompassing background, hypothesis, methods,
results, conclusion, and significance.

Il. Project Proposal as one PDF File (max. 7 pages excluding bibliography, minimum of point
10 font size and 1.5 line spacing) structured as follows:

a. Significance and Originality (~2.5-3 pages), describing state of (own) research, rationale,
scientific significance (potential impact on the field or beyond) and originality (in concepts,
approach or perspective), objectives and expected outcomes (anticipated advances,
deliverables, or conceptual shifts)

b. Methodology (~1-1.5 pages), including your overall approach in research design, your core
methods and analytical strategy, and a description of why these methods are best suited to the
research questions.

c. Feasibility (~2 pages), including

» Work Plan: Work packages, milestones and timeline

» Feasibility: Access to necessary infrastructure, data and/or personnel

» Preliminary Budget Plan: provide an estimated overview table with justified,
approximate amounts.

Category Description Estimated Amount (CHF)

Recipient Salary* 50% protected research time 70.000+18% Social Contribution

Salary for Personnel*™  e.g. Study Nurse 20%

Consumables e.g. sequencing, reagents
Other e.g. travel, biostatistics, publications
TOTAL Max. 200.000 per year

Please note: *The recipient’s salary is an estimation and will be adjusted based on individual employment
in case of funding, see program regulations for details. Salaries should include 18% social contributions.
** Salary for PhD candidates cannot be funded via the program.

d. Gender Dimension in the Research Strategy (~0.5 pages):

» In research content: how gender or diversity variables are integrated (design,
analysis, interpretation)

» In project execution: equality and inclusion in recruitment or dissemination

» If not directly relevant: justify briefly; show awareness of equity principles

e. References (not counted in the 7-page limit)
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2. Instructions for Career Development Plan:

I. Career Development Plan as one PDF File (max. 2 pages, no references, minimum of point
10 font size and 1.5 line spacing) structured as follows:

a. Career Development Plan: Summarize your career trajectory, major achievements and your
future career perspectives. Describe how the Advanced Clinician Scientist Program will support
your career towards scientific independence alongside your clinical pursuits.

b. Integration into Host Institution: Justify the choice of research institution, describe institutional
commitment and potential additional resources.

c. Leadership Skills: Describe awareness of leadership importance, relevant experience and/or
training plans.

d. Collaborations and Networks: Elaborate on your international, national and local
collaborations and their potential impact on your project and career plans.

Il. CV as one PDF File (max. 2 pages, no pictures, start with your most recent position; indicate
any relevant career breaks, include previously acquired third-party funding)

lll. Scientific Track Record as one PDF File (describing your scientific track record).

3.Further Documents and Requirements

. Mentoring: Nominate a potential mentor for the funding period and articulate your
expectations (max. 2500 characters). Note: There should be no dependency between mentor
and mentee.

Il. External Review

Provide 6-8 potential external reviewers for your proposal. Ensure the reviewers’ expertise
aligns with the project’s topic and there are no conflicts of interest (past/current collaboration,
dependency, personal relationship). External reviewers shall be unrelated to UMZH institutions.

IIl. Further Documents

a. Copies of diplomas (MD and national FMH / FVH or diplomate status of an internationally
recognized Specialty College or equivalent) compiled as one PDF File.

b. Letter of host institution(s) confirming the commitment of the institution(s) to host the
applicant for the duration of the funding, provide administrative support and all necessary
working space and access, guaranteeing the projects and grantees autonomy and
supporting the protected research time.

c. Authorizations for experiments involving humans and/or animals, if applicable.

Contact Information:

Program Coordination «Advanced Clinician Scientist»

Tel. +41 44 634 74 56, umzh@medicine.uzh.ch
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