
CURRICULUM VITAE – FRANK JAKOBUS RÜHLI  
 

Founding Chair (full professor, Medical and Science Faculty), 
Institute of Evolutionary Medicine (IEM), University of Zurich 

 
OTHER CURRENT / RECENT POSITIONS 
Since 2021 Dean     Medical Faculty, University of Zurich  
Since 2021 Board Member (Direktorium) Academic Medicine Zurich (UMZH) 
Since 2022 Head (Ambassador)  Association of Academic Health Centers  

International, European Section 
Since 2021 Co-head    UZH Center for Crisis Competence, Faculty of  
      Business, Economics, and Informatics, UZH 
Since 2014 Founding Director   IEM, UZH  
2020 – 2021 Visiting Toh Chin Chye Professor     Yong Loo Ling School of Medicine, National   
  (part-time paid appointment)  University of Singapore (postponed due to COVID-19 to 
      Q1 2023) 
2019 - 2020 Honorary Visiting Professor  Lee Kong Chian School of Medicine, Nanyang 
      Technological University, Singapore       
2018 - 2021 Distinguished Visiting Professor  School of Public Health, Tehran University of  

    Medical Sciences, Iran 
2017 - 2023 Adjunct Professor (Honorary)  Discipline of Anatomy and Pathology, University  

    of Adelaide, Australia  
DEGREES / EDUCATION    
2018  Executive MBA   UZH  
2007  Privatdozent / Habilitation  UZH 
2003  PhD    The University of Adelaide, Australia  
1997 / 1998 med. pract. / Dr. med.  UZH 
 
SCIENTIFIC PUBLICATIONS  
> 200 peer-reviewed publications (ca. 15’000 citations); former head / member of five editorial boards 
 
list of publications and additional information, see: 
https://www.iem.uzh.ch/en/people/dir/frankruehli.html 
 
MAIN RESEARCH INTERESTS 
Paleopathology (esp. diagnostic imaging of ancient mummies, ancient DNA research), evolutionary medicine, 
clinical anatomy e.g. human microevolution, anthropology e.g. anthropometry, academic governance  
 
THIRD-PARTY FUNDING  
Total ca.12 Mio CHF as Principal investigator (PI), additionally ca. 6 Mio CHF as Co-Pi: 
Three Swiss National Science Foundation (SNF) projects as PI (with a total of 1’100k CHF), 
Three SNF projects as Co-PI (with a total of 3’200k CHF), 
One German Science Foundation project as Co-PI (with a total of 370k CHF)   
 
SELECTED CURRENT PROFESSIONAL APPOINTMENTS  
Head  Scientific Advisory Board of the Neolithic Iceman Mummy, Bozen 
Head  Foundation for Archeology and Cultural History of the Canton of Zurich, Zurich  
President International Society of Evolution, Medicine and Public Health, USA 
Member Scientific Advisory Board, State Museums of South Tyrol (total: 11 museums), Bozen  
Member Steering Committee, Center for Experimental + Clinical Imaging Technologies, UZH (till 2021) 
Member  Steering Committee, URPP Evolution in Action, UZH (till 2021) 
Member  Steering Committee Humanities Initiative, UZH 
Member   Faculty, Swiss School of Public Health 
Member  Steering Committee, Museum of Wax Moulages, UZH 
Member  Zurich Center for the Study of the Ancient World, UZH 
Member  Zurich Center of Competence Medicine, Ethics, Law Helvetiae, UZH 
Member   Zurich Center for Research in Sports, UZH 
Member   Zurich Center of Competence in Medieval Studies, UZH  
Member   Zurich Center for Human Integrative Physiology, UZH  

https://www.iem.uzh.ch/en/people/dir/frankruehli.html


 
TEACHING  
Teaching experience / responsibility in multiple courses at UZH (anatomy, evolutionary medicine, human 
adaptation, human osteoarcheology, studium generale; paleopathology, museology) 
 
PRIVATE 
Married, two children 
 
List of conflict of interest /additional activities, see:  
https://www.prof.uzh.ch/apps/interessenbindungen/client/R 
 

https://www.prof.uzh.ch/apps/interessenbindungen/client/R

